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Waiting on the Lord





      Acts 10:1-23

Introduction:
	Isaiah40:31
	


“But those who ﻿﻿wait on the Lord ﻿shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”
Psalm 27:14
“Wait ﻿﻿on the Lord; Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the Lord! 

The Church had already been instructed to wait: “wait in Jerusalem” (Acts 1:4)
Later the Apostle Paul will have to wait between places of ministry,
“Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of ﻿﻿Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in ﻿﻿Asia. ﻿After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the ﻿﻿Spirit did not permit them. So passing by Mysia, they ﻿﻿came down to Troas.” (Acts 16:6)
When he reached Troas God gave him a vision,
“And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A ﻿﻿man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” (16:9)
In this passage two men have to wait.
I. How Cornelius Received a Heavenly Visitor – 10:1-8

A. Cornelius Waiting on the Lord – 10:1-4

Cornelius was a centurion – leader of 100 men in a Roman Regiment containing 600 men. Centurions are viewed in a favorable light in the N.T. Esp. in Matt. 27:45 and Acts 22, 23 and 27
1. His Actions Toward God – 10:1-2

a. His Faith – A devout man
“he was not a proselyte, but he was greatly influenced by Judaism 

b. His Family –

“and one who ﻿feared God with all his household” - Get ready! 
He had taught his household what he knew about the worship of Yahweh. Though he may delegate (not abdicate) some of the responsibility and accept help from grand-parents, Sunday school, AWANA and the church in general. In the end, it is the Father’s responsibility. 
c. His fervor –

“who gave ﻿﻿alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always.”
2. His Acceptance by God – 10.3-4
a. God communicated with him – 10:3 

﻿
“About ﻿﻿the ninth hour of the day [3:00 PM]﻿﻿ he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius!” 

b. God commended him – 10:4
“your prayers and your alms have come up for a memorial before God.”
Does God hear the prayers of unbelievers? 

Obviously He does.




Does He recognize the good works of the unbelievers?






Obviously He does.
Does that give the unbeliever eternal life and forgiveness? -- He does not!
B. Cornelius Willingly Following the Lord – 10:5-8

1. How it was told – 10:5-6

a. Who it was – 10:5
“Now ﻿﻿send men to Joppa, and send for Simon whose surname is Peter.

Remember, we left Peter in Joppa with Simon the tanner. There they were “Simon and Simon” in Joppa. He was to ask for the Simon who is called Peter.
﻿
b. Where he is – 10:6a
“He is lodging with ﻿﻿Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea.”

It is about 33 miles away from Caesarea. 
c. What he will do – 10:6b

﻿
“He ﻿﻿will tell you what you must do.”
2. How it was Taken – 10:7-8 -- It was accepted.

a. Preparation – 10:7

“And when the angel who spoke to him had departed, Cornelius called two of his household servants and a devout soldier from among those who waited on him continually.”
He called 2 household servants and a soldier. Cornelius is not thinking about himself alone;
Otherwise he would have gone to Peter by himself. He wanted his family to here the message.

He wanted to take his family along with him on this journey to salvation. Again, he was the religious leader of his family and he took that responsibility and privilege seriously.
b. Explanation – 10:8 
“So when he had explained all these things to them, he sent them to Joppa. The word “explained” is ἐξηγησάμενος, from ἐξηγέομαι. We get the word exegesis from this word. [He exegeted the angel’s message]. He did not tell them the message word for word. But he told them what message meant.
II. How Peter Received a Heavenly Vision –10:9-23
A. Peter Waiting on the Lord – 10:9-16


1. A Human Dilemma –10:9-10

﻿
“The next day, as they went on their journey and drew near the city, ﻿﻿Peter went up on the housetop to pray, about ﻿﻿the sixth hour [noon]. Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; but while they made ready, he fell into a trance.”
He was very hungry – πρόσπεινος (perfective use of the preposition) While they were fixing food, Peter went up on the flat roof to enjoy the sea breeze and get some privacy. There may have been some booth provided for shade.

His dilemma is: shall I pray or shall I eat?
a. Shall I Pray?

The Scriptures commanded that they pray morning and night, but noon was extra. Peter followed some of the pious men of the O.T.
Psalm55:17 ﻿﻿
“Evening and morning and at noon I will pray, and cry aloud, and He shall hear my voice.”

Daniel 6:10
“He knelt down on his knees ﻿﻿three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days.”
Peter wanted to pray, but distractions got in the way – (as happens to us sometimes) like hunger, or the phone, or any number of things.
Jesus said in Matthew 6.6﻿
“But you, when you pray, ﻿﻿go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you ﻿﻿openly. 

One man said that sometimes it took him an hour to get the door shut. [Hymn – “Lord, I have shut the door”] [a. Shall I pray?]

-Or-
b. Shall I eat? I’m very hungry.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Note:  He would have eaten – γεύομαι 
Do you think that Peter would “taste the food?” Like tasting the spaghetti sauce or eat? Obviously, he would eat. The word “eaten” is γεύομαι
See Heb 6:4 γευσαμένους – tasted the heavenly gift, salvation (Heb 2:9 – Jesus tasted death for every man ὑπὲρ παντὸς) He experienced death.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Back to Peter: But he fell into a trance – Literally: “A trance came upon him.”
Remember: Peter wanted to: 
(1) Talk to the Lord and have the Lord talk to him  
And  
(2) He wanted to eat food.
Notice how the Lord puts both things together.
2. A Hebrew Difficulty – 10:11-16
a. The Command – 10:11-13
1) What he saw – 10:11-12
“and ﻿﻿saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound at the four corners, descending to him and let down to the earth. In it were all kinds of four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air.”
“All kinds” has to mean all kinds -- clean and unclean.
2) What he heard – 10:13
“And a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 

I suppose he could have killed just the clean, but they were all together. 
b. The Conflict – 10:14-15

﻿“But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! ﻿﻿For I have never eaten anything common or unclean.”
From this statement, I assume that Peter understood that the command did not distinguish between them.

So he said, “Not so, Lord” or “By no means, Lord”
That is a contradiction in terms. You can’t say “not so” and “Lord” in the same sentence. This was the third time in Peter’s career that he directly refused God’s will,
Jesus told of His death -- “Far be it from You, Lord; his shall not happen to You!” (Matthew 16:22) Peter missed the whole point of Christ’s first coming.
 “You shall never wash my feet!” (John 13:8)
Peter had missed v.7 “What I am doing you ﻿﻿do not understand now, ﻿﻿but you will know after this.” 

“And a voice spoke to him again the second time, “What God has ﻿﻿cleansed you must not call common.”  Κοίνου> κοινόω
Literally: You, do not call common what I have cleansed. This explains what Peter had missed this time. Here, He is saying, “Not so, Lord”  
Peter has missed that the Law has been done AWAY!

And the major point of this revelation: God has taken down the wall of separation between the Jew and the Gentile. Gentiles are no longer unclean. They are a part of the new people of God called the church, to the Jew first, but also to the Greek. (Gentile)
c. The Confirmation – 10:16

“This was done three times. And the object was taken up into heaven again.”
Is there some connection between:

· Peter’s three denials John 18:17 and 25-27
· Peter three affirmations of love for the Lord. John 21:15-17
Yet, it takes Peter a while, even after this. [See Galatians 2:11ff]
B. Peter Wavering before the Lord – 10:17-23


1. His doubts – 10:17-20
a. His Perplexity -10:17a
﻿
 “Now while Peter ﻿﻿wondered within himself what this vision which he had seen meant,”
Peter is still scratching his head about the vision.
b. His Perception – 10:17b-20
1) Back to Cornelius’ part of the story – 10:17b-18
“behold, the men who had been sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon’s house, and stood before the gate. ﻿And they called and asked whether Simon, whose surname was Peter, was lodging there. 

2) Back to Peter – 10:19-20
“While Peter thought about the vision, ﻿﻿the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are seeking you. ﻿Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have sent them.” 

2. His Decision – 10:21-23
a. His Hospitality – 10:21-23a
﻿
“Then Peter went down to the men ﻿﻿who had been sent to him from Cornelius, and said, “Yes, I am he whom you seek. For what reason have you come?” And they said, “Cornelius the centurion, a just man, one who fears God and ﻿﻿has a good reputation among all the nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed by a holy angel to summon you to his house, and to hear words from you. Then he invited them in and lodged them”
b. His Hesitation – 10:23b
“On the next day Peter went away with them, ﻿﻿and some brethren from Joppa accompanied him.”
He took some believing brothers, perhaps for witnesses.
Conclusion: 
God never seems to be in a hurry. But our waiting is not for Him to make up His mind. We wait so that we may catch up with Him; spiritually, emotionally, physically, mentally. So while we are waiting, we must be praying for His: teaching, filling, equipping, so that we get on the right page. Into the right chapter -- Maybe we need to get into the right Book. 

Peter could have been to Cornelius’ house last week or last month, but he would have been of no use to the Lord until he learned these lessons. Now he is ready.

Next week, we will see how the Lord uses him to open the door to the Gentiles – the door through which all of us have walked to receive eternal life.
